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CONCERNING, 


The eſtate of the Engliſh forces 


wow in Fraunce,vnder the Condutl of the 
Repbe Mn the Earle of 
cx. x 


Particularly expreſsing vyhat hath beene 
done ſince his departure from England, 
wniillthe ſecond of September * . 
+ md laF, 1591... 


Printed for Thomas Nelſon , and 
we to he ſolde at bis ſhap ouer a ainſt the 
great South doore of Paules, 

1591. 


Hl of the engliſh forces now in France, 
FANS ke « Ke of the right ho- 
ad now able tbe Earle of Eſſex , hath 
EN cauſed me to publiſh this ſhort diſ- 

=== courſe, wherein is ſet forth nothing 
ut that which is to bee inſlified for truth , by thoſe that 
were eye witneſſes of the contents thereof. 

And whatſoeuer is herein contained,be aſtured it is of 
truth,and publiſhed onely to ge the honeſt mindes of 
thoſe that are deſirous to know the truth and no more, of 
all ſuch things,as hath hitherto paſſed ſince the departure 
of his honour forth of Eneland. 

Accept the ſame,gentle Reader,from him ,vho wi- 

- ſheth the welfare of thee, and them all, 
' andſoin curteſie leaueth thee to 
the reading of that which 
enſueth. 


1— <= 


Fabian Iohnſon. 
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A Letter ſent out of France, particu - 


larly expreſſing the true eſtate 6 
the Engliſh forces vnder the condudt of 
the right Honorable the Eatle of Eſſex. 


Y Y goodcuſlſen, I cannot but 
g mulſcatthe ſundry vatrue re- 
9) ports which (asI heare ) is 
» bruted in England concer- 
D\ V/Z FE ning the Engliſh forces now 
(© Q 1 I) remaining in Fraunce : For 
£23 x; controlement wherof accor- 
ding to your requeſt, I ſende 
you the truth of all thathath happened ſince our 
departure,to the end you may make other of your 
friends acquainted with the ſame. 

Know therefore that after the right Honorable 
the Earle of Eſſex, had taken his leaue of her Maic- 
ſty then lying at Greenwich, he went from thence 
by water to Graues-end, where being landed he 
tooke horſe to Douecr, meane while the ſhips paſ- 
ſed the lands end, and ſo came to Douer,wher his 
Honor ſoone after went.aboord , who together 
with the whole fleete ſet ſayls for Deepe, wher we 
arriued on munday being the ſcuenth day of Au- 
guſt 15971. 

Arthis Honors firſt landing, all the great ordi- 
nance on both ſides the hauen(at Deepe)was dil- 
charged, and the Townes men ſtood(ready ſoul- 


dier like)with drums, phifes and Enfignes, andin 
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token of Toue and ioy ſounded their Trumpets, & 
inall curteous maner receiued him, who together 
with the Gouernour of the ſayd Towne, named 
Mounſfier de Chartres marched into the Towne, 
where he was royally feaſted and moſt honorably 
entertained. 

After the Earle our Generall had taken order 
for the landing and placing of his ſouldiers,he re- 
mayned at Deepeabout foure dayes ſpace, and 
after went to CArques, which is about fourc miles 
from thence,where he encamped and-muſtred vp 
his men, takingaduice of theſaide Gouernour 
what was beſt to be done. 

Meane while that his Honor remained at Ar- 
ques, hee had certaine intelligence brought him, 
thatthe Kings Maieſty was greatly buſted about 
the taking of Noyaz, and that by meanes thereof 
the King coulde not eaſelye departe thence, 
before he had recciucd full poſſeſſion of the ſayde 
Towne, which was perfourmed , on the nine- 
teenth of Augultlaſt paſt. 

The Honorable Earle of Eſſex our generall,vn- 
derſtanding ofthe Kings good ſucces,and hauing 
recejuedcertaine intelligence from his Maieſtye, 
that he would meete with him at Giſors, ſet for- 
ward thither on the one and twenty of Auguſt,ta- 
king with him all his horſe men, leauing his foot- 
men ſtill at {7ques,, where they continued vntill 
wedneſday, being the ſecond of September laſt 
paſt, as hearcafteris expreſſed. 

On the 27.of Auguſt,about the number of 400. 
Engliſh foote men went from C1rques, with two 

on” hundred 
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hundred and fifty horſe men of Deepe,theſe mar- 
ched forth at midnight towards the riuer of Some 
in Picardy, and went toa towne walled with mud. 
neare to Saint Yaler;, holden by ſuch as were ney- 
ther in obedience to the King, nor in league with 
the Leaguers. Into this towne they entred the 
next morning early, where they tooke the towne 
& about three hundred horſe and wagons, which 
they conducted to 1rques. 

TheEarle being come to Gjſors, attended there 
for his Maieſtie , who came thenextday , and re- 
ceiued the Earle moſt louingly, to whom he gaue 
{o greatentertainment,as beſt befeemed ſo hono- 
rablea perſonage. And firſt greatly thanking the 
Queenes Maicſtie of England, for her highneſle 
moſt gracious and louing kindnes towardes him, 
and then gaue thankes vnto the Earle for his great 
curtefie,forwardnes,and paines taking,in attemp- 
tingto hazard his owne pcrſon in Þ tedious a 
tourncy. 

After thattheking had honorably entertained 
the Earlc,according to the manner and cuſtom of 
this country,he departed towardes the Germaine 
Armie, conliſting ofeightzene thouſand both of 
horfe and foot, who then ſtaide about Champaigne 
for the comming of his Maieſtie. Butthe Earle of 
Eſſex accompanied with the Lord Marſhall Biroz, 
departed from thence to Pont-de-larche,yyhere hee 
yet remaineth, 

This Fowne of Pont-de-larche ſtindeth about 
ten mile from Roan, in like ſorte as Kinzſtone ſtand- 
eth from London,which Towne is holden for the 
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King, and hatha bridge ouer itas Xineſtone hath, 
hauinga Caſtle on the other ſide thereof, ſtanding 
as her Maieſtics Manor of Hampton Court, which 
together doth now keepe the riuer,and doth cutre 
off all the prouiſion that can goe to Roan by water, 
by reaſon that the veſſels of prouifion ſent by wa- 
ter,mult firſt paſſe vnderthat bridge, betore it can 
come tO Roan. & 

The aforcſaid bootie came in verie good time, 
by reaſon they greatly wanted horſes and wagons 
for the carriage oftheir prouifion,which ſoone af- 
tcrſtood them in greatſtcad, when the whole Ar- 
mie remooued from Arx, which was on Wedneſ(- 
day being the firſt of September laſt, on which day 
thearmie aroſe,andladed their ordinance, and ſo 
deparred,marching towardes the place where the 
Generall ſtaide , being accompanicd with Sir 
Thomas Leighton knight , who 1s latcly landed at 
Deepe with great prouiſto of ordinance. To which 
placealſo there came ordinance from Amſterdam, 
and ſundrie other places,ſo that ſhortlie itis likely 
that there will be ſome notable ſeruice performed 
againſt Roan,when the kinges forces,conſiſting of 
French men, Engliſh men, and Germaincs, doe 
mecte and ioinealtogether, which will bee forth- 
with God willing. 

God bee bleſſed for it, there is plentic of good 
victuals in the countric, whereof we want not,and 
the ſameſoldata reaſonable rate. A man may buie 
a good quarter of mutton for two ſhillinges : a ca- 
pon foreighteene pence, and twentie pence the 
beſt. Of bread,burter,chec{c,and fiſh there is plen- 
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7 
tic: Salt fiſhe is there verie good cheape. Aman 
maye buye a good Salt fiſh for three halfe pence, 
which will ſerue foure men to their dinners : and 
of this and ſuch like prouifion, the countrie doth 
bring in great abundance. 

And wheras the report runneth, and hath been 
ſpredalmoſt eyer fince my Lords departure , that 
ſundry Captaines hath beene lately drowned 
through their owne wilfull negligence, and that 
there hath alſo inany Engliſh men dicd out of the 
Engliſh Army ſince their comming oucr, by rea- 
{on of peſtilent ſickneſſe which hath riſen amonge 
them: all this God be thanked is meerefalle , for 
neyther hath there any Captajnes atall bin drow- 
ned,noryetany ſuch extreamefickenes happened 
among our Army as is reported. For of certainety 
there hath notaboue ten or twelue perſons dyed 
by ſickneſle at the moſte of that great multitude, 
and the moſt part of thoſe that haue ſo died(or are 
now lſicke) is ſuch as being riotouſly giuen, haue 
—_ and conſumed their money at dice, or in 

ronkennes,and ſuch like vnmeet cxerciſes, who, 
when they want money, run and feede on greene 
fruit,whercof there is great ſtore,by which means 
ſome doe ſurfer and fall ſicke,to the great indaun- 
gcring of their owneliues, 

Thus my good kinſman, I haue diſcouered vn- 
to you the true newes of all that hath happened 
ſince our departure from England. Other newes [ 
hauenotasyetto ſend you, butſo ſoone as anye 
thing is pertourmed, you ſhall receiue certain in- 
telligence. 

This 
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toyful ro heare: namely,that kingh: 
"— of Parliament baniſhed the Pope from ha 

uing any rule, gouernement, orauthoritie within” 

the dominion of Fraunce : and hath publiſhed E. , 


his kingdome: yea he hath alſo cauſed his Buls o+'» 
penly to be burned before the gates of al his grea- 
teſt Townes and places, to the great amazement 
of thoſethatare the chicteſt pillers of the Ramith 
Sinagogue. And thus with my harty commenda- 
tions to all our friends & well willers in England, 
I committe you- to the proteRtion of the 
Almighty,who proſper you for 
euer more. 


From CArques this 2. of September. 
.159Þb. 


7 our loning friend and nephew. 
Fabian Iohnſon, 
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